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P.O. Box 532026

Thursday, August 6, 2009
Barbara Wylie

Ya Gotta Know the Territory!

Remembering this song from “The Music Man”
will serve you well. If you know your ancestor’s
territory—its history, its geography, its living
conditions—you’re more likely to find him. The
handout that accompanies this presentation
includes a list of resources you can access from
your computer and some you’ll find at your
favorite library. Our Speaker, Barbara Brixey
Wylie, a professional genealogist for more than a
decade, is a member of the Association of
Professional Genealogists’ Board of Directors,
Secretary of the Lone Star Chapter of the
Association of Professional Genealogists, and
President of the Grand Prairie Genealogical
Society. Her articles have been published in
periodicals such as Heritage Quest, Everton’s
Genealogical Helper, Missouri State Gen.
Society Journal, Stirpes, the APG Quarterly and
the Family Tree Maker website. Her speaking
experience includes seven national conferences,
the state societies of eight states, and well over a
hundred regional and local audiences.

Refreshments at 6:30 pm
Provided By John and Barb Wylie
Program begins at 7:00 pm

Grand Prairie Memorial Library
901 Conover Drive, Grand Prairie
Visitors Are Always Welcome

Cynthia Jones
Vice President of Programs
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Executive Board Updates

The Grand Prairie genealogical Society’s
Executive Board is working busy working on
our upcoming lock-in scheduled for Friday,
October 23. Other ideas in the works include
Expanding our research assistance to library
patrons to daytime hours and assisting the
library by working on scanning documents
and photo’s in the genealogy room. Library
Director Kathy Ritterhouse would outline
projects and needs and a society coordinator
would guide other members in completing the
projects.
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From the Gavel

Loss of a Friend

As our President Barb Wylie recovers from
surgery, the following article is from our
President Elect Regina Shumaker.

Putting something into a spare closet, my
eyes were drawn to the box labeled
“Keepsakes”. Knowing it would consume
my time, I tried to shut the door but the box
called to me. I couldn’t resist. The lid came
off and the first things I saw were my
autograph books. I sat on the floor and was
taken back to a different place and time.

There were pages written by friends,
teachers, friends of my mother, and family.
Most of it was the typical stuff but the one
from my mother tickled my funny bone.

“When I dies, do bury me deep,

Put a jug of ‘lasses at mah feet.

Put a hunk of corn bread in mah han’

So I can sop my way to de promised lan’.”

My mother truly enjoyed her cornbread and
supper wasn’'t complete without it!

Placing the autograph books back into the
box, it struck me that the pages need to be
scanned. Eventually the ink will fade and
the papers crumble. That’s a project for
another day.

How long has it been since you looked at
your keepsakes? Grab a cold drink, take the
lid off your box and let the memories flow.

Regina Shumaker
President-Elect

Grand Prairie Genealogical Society
is a Partner Society of the
Texas State Genealogical Society

Roger Thomas

Grand Prairie Genealogical Society member and
friend Roger Thomas passed away June 14, 2009.
The society sends its condolences to his daughter
and family.

Financial Report

The Grand Prairie Genealogical Society
Finance Report that will be presented at our
August meeting is as follows:

Balance 7-01-09 $1274.33
Deposits 8.00
Expenses 82.74
Balance 8-01-09 $1,199.59

John Cockrum
Treasurer

Library Liaison

Kathy Ritterhouse, Library Director, is
providing superb support for our planning the
October Lock-In and is preparing a priority list
of digitization/preservation needs for the
Library that we can fulfill. I'm really excited
about this as it is the heart and soul of what
GPGS is all about, helping the Library. The
company representative will train me on using
the new digital microfilm (and flatbed) scanner
and I will train GPGS members. Watch here to
details. We continue to work on determining
which books to buy as memorials in the names
of those of our Society who have died. There is
nothing new to report on the City Centennial
project.

John V. Wiley

Library Liaison
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Member Profile

Carol Ann McClure Franklin

I was born Carol Ann McClure in Sherman,
Texas, the middle child of three girls and
would be considered the tomboy of the
family. I have always enjoyed being
outdoors. Growing up I enjoyed helping
my Uncle at his dairy farm and riding his
horses. After milking the cows, we would
take the milk and sell it to Ashburn’s Ice
Cream there in Sherman. And the fun of
going would be the free ice cream. Uncle
William would always half a pint with my
sister and me and we thought it a great
treat.

I was also involved in church groups and
Camp Fire Girls as I grew up attending
camp outs and cook outs. The church
activities were always lots of fun. I also
enjoyed the family fishing trips with my
father on many weekends.

I remember one Christmas; we headed out
to the country and cut down our Christmas
tree. It was cold but a great memory.

My first marriage of 23 years was to my
high school sweetheart and we lived in
Sherman for a few years where all of my
children were born before moving to
Amarillo for a better job. After about a
dozen years in the panhandle, we moved
back to this area and I have been in Grand
Prairie every since then.

Stephen Mark is my oldest son and is a
manager with his company. He has given
me three grandsons. My second born is
Patricia Ann. While her three sons were
growing up she was able to be a homemaker
but now stays busy traveling around to
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different hospitals for her work. Michael
Wayne is my youngest and is a building
manager for Verizon but he’s so far back in the
picture on the commercials you won’t be able
to pick him out. And he has one son. But it
took great-grandchildren to get some girls in
this picture. I have five great-granddaughters
and three great-grandsons.

My hobbies include sewing and quilting along
with photography and reading. To fuel my
passion and ensure I'm doing things right, I
have taken several classes for sewing and
photography.

I started working on my genealogy over
twenty years ago. It was the stories my dad
told us about when he was growing up that
peaked my interest. We would sit around the
stove on cold winter nights and he’d tell stories
about when he was a boy. My mother also
contributed tales but it was more daddies’
stories that got me started on this treasure hunt
for ancestors. I began with my dad who was
Leslie Giles McClure from Howe, Texas just
outside Sherman in Grayson County. Giles
was his mother’s maiden name which made
things a little easier for me when I began
seriously digging. My mother was Mary
Josephine Crutchfield and she was born in
Sherman. I began by just writing down what I
could remember on a scratch piece of paper.
Shortly thereafter, I saw a sign in the library
about the Grand Prairie Genealogical Society.
Doris Kettlehut happened to be in the library at
that time and through her encouragement, I
attended and joined GPGS and began to
seriously research my family.

Although the internet is a great source of
information, it is the field work that I find a lot
of fun. Reading in the library, digging through
courthouse records and traipsing through
graveyards really is more fun than it sounds.
For those that don’t do these things they just
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don’t understand the delight in finding the
headstone of an ancestor or the deed, will,
or land grant that provides clues for the next
gem in your treasure hunt. It is always a joy
when you become the depository for old
family photos. I have received old
photographs from World War I and even
have some old tin type pictures that I have
been entrusted with. It's wonderful to
preserve the family history.

Name That Person

Can you name this Grand Prairie
Genealogical Society member?

Last Mont h’ s
Our President Barb Wylie.

pho
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Workshops/Conferences

Angelina County Genealogical Society
and Kurth Memorial Library Staff
Offering free one-on-one help
Monday, August 17, 1 - 6:30 pm

Federation of Genealogical Societies
2009 Annual Conference
Passages Through Time

September 2-5, 2009
Little Rock Statehouse Convention Center
Little Rock, Arkansas

Grand Prairie Genealogical Society
Centennial Celebration Lock-In
October 23, 2009

Grand Prairie Memorial Library

[ O

Texas State Genealogical Society
San Antonio Genealogical &
Historical Society
Present
2009 Genealogy with a Mission
Speaker: Craig R. Scott, CG
Colonial & Military Records
November 6-7, 2009
Omni Hotel San Antonio

Research Assistance

Grand Prairie Genealogical Society provides
research assistance in the Genealogy Room at
the main library. During our July session
society members Barb and John Wylie, Regina
Shumaker and Karen Brown volunteered. Our
next Beginners Time will be from 6:30 pm to
8:30 pm the third Thursday night of the month,

August 20, 2009.
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Branch Library Workshop

The Grand Prairie Public Library held a
workshop July 29t at the Betty Womack
branch for conducting free Texas
genealogical research. Tim Wheeler works
in the research department at the Betty
Womack branch and is head of the adult
programs there. His interest in genealogy
has had him doing his family research for
about 10 years now. He was more of a
guide than in instructor. Tim guided us to
websites where we could find an array of
different documents, all for free and allowed
us to play around in them before going to
the next spot. We even got to print stuff out
that we found. He explained how frustrated
many people get when trying to find
documents, only to run into a pay for the
privilege website. Although a couple of the
places we explored are pay sites, they are
available at no cost through the Grand
Prairie library.

He did make this note: “This list is by no
means complete as more and more
resources become available on a daily basis.
Probably the most exhaustive list of
genealogical materials available on the
internet can be found at
www.cyndislist.com.”

Our first stop on our journey through free
was to Ancestory.com. This is one of those
pay sites that you can access free through
the library.

Our next stop was Family Search.
FamilySearch’s Pilot Search website
(http:/ /search.labs.familysearch.org/record
search/start.html#p=0 ) provides access to
images of Texas death certificates in Texas
Deaths, 1890-1976 as well as many other
generalized databases in the developmental
stage of database construction.
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The website of the National Archives
Southwest Region in  Fort Worth,
(http:/ /www.archives.cov/southwest) Texas
houses a center for historical and genealogical
research, where they have both an Archival
and Microfilm Research Room for researchers.
Their historical records date from the 1800s to
the late 1900s, and include letters,
photographs, maps, architectural drawings,
and other documents received from over 100
Federal agencies and courts in Arkansas,
Louisiana, Oklahoma, and Texas.

The Bureau of Land Management website
(http:/ /www.glorecords.blm.gov) offers
researchers a source of information on the
initial transfer of land titles from the Federal
government to individuals. In addition to
verifying title transfer, this information will
allow the researcher to associate an individual
(Patentee, Assignee, Warrantee, Widow, or
Heir) with a specific location (Legal Land
Description) and time (Issue Date).

The Heritage Quest website
(http://www.heritagequestonline.com/hgowe
b/library/do/index), is another one that is free
through the library and offers access to the
following;:

Search Census A Find ancestors in the complete

set of U.S. Federal Census images from 1790-
1930, including name indexes for many years.
Search Books A Find information on people and
places described in over 24,000 family and
local histories.

Search PERSI A Find information about people
and places from this index of over 2.1 million
genealogy and local history articles.

Search Revolutionary War A Search selected
records from the Revolutionary War Era
Pension & Bounty-Land Warrant Application
Files.
Search
individuals in Freedman’s Bank (1865-1874),

Fr eedmanSéasch fBra n


http://www.cyndislist.com/
http://search.labs.familysearch.org/recordsearch/start.html#p=0
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which was founded to serve African
Americans.

This website
(http:/ /www.tsl.state.tx.us/arc/ genfirst.ht
ml) provides information on resources
available to genealogists through the Texas
State Library and Archives.

The TXGenWeb Project
(http:/ /www.txgenweb.org) is a grass-roots
all volunteer genealogical/historical effort.
Each county webpage is commercial free
and contains useful tips, online databases
particular to that area, volunteer lookups,
surname queries, descriptions of local
libraries, historical background information,
contact information, and much more. All
information is free.

And our last website to explore provides
access to the archives and records of the
Texas General Land Office
(http:/ /wwwdb.glo.state.tx.us/central /Lan
dGrants/LandGrantsSearch.cfm) which is
another source for identifying the
conveyance of Texas lands to individuals.

The information above was cut and pasted
from Tim Wheeler's handout. I want to
thank him for providing the document and
allowing us to include it in our newsletter.

For those that attended the workshop, he
also provided for us a handout showing the
different Texas databases available in
Ancestry. This is a great resource when you
want to narrow down a search.

So thank you again to Tim and the Grand
Prairie Library System for their work and
assistance in promoting genealogy.

Pamela Knight
Webmaster
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In The Coming Months

Below is a listing of the programs planned for
the Grand Prairie Genealogical Society
regularly scheduled monthly meetings.

September 3, 2009 Glenn Kinkade

Perils, Paradoxes, and Pitfalls in Probate Records

Probate records can be the most valuable
records a genealogist can find: however, they
can also be misunderstood, scattered in several
places, and confusing. This presentation will
cover the probate process from the colonial
period to the mid-19% century. Participants
will learn techniques in locating, reading,
understanding and analyzing probate records.
Examples of unusual, humorous and
misleading wills will be reviewed. Glenn
Kinkade is an experienced genealogical
researcher, lecturer, author, and college
instructor. He graduated with a Bachelor of
Business Administration degree from Wichita
State University. After serving as an officer in
the United States Air Force, he joined IBM in
1960 in Kansas City. Mo. In 1990 he retired
from IBM.

October 1-2009 Kelvin Meyers
Methodology to find your relatives

November 5, 2009 Judy Knight

Seeking a Better Life: Immigration

America is seen as the “Land of Opportunity.”
It was no different for our ancestors who began
arriving in the New World in the 1600s. Learn
why your ancestors came to this country, what
their journey was like, and what records can
help you track them once they arrived. We'll
examine ports of arrival and departure as well
as online records and other materials.

Continued on Page 65
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December 3, 2009 Holiday Dinner

The Grand Prairie Genealogical Societies
annual covered dish dinner and show and
tell.

January 6, 2009 John V Wylie

Genealogy on the Cheap
Cynthia Jones
Vice President of Programs

Member News

We extend a warm welcome our newest
member Rena Yarach.

Best wishes to Barb Wylie and Carol
Franklin as they recover from recent
surgery.

It was great to see former member Sallyann
Hoernke at our picnic and show and tell in
July.
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Executive Board Members

Dear Uncle Leon

“Dear Uncle
Leon” is a

recurring
column in Roots
n Branches

Newsletter that
will attempt to
answer your

genealogical
questions. Please submit questions by e-mail
to gpgstx@yahoo.com with Dear Uncle Leon
in the subject line, or mail to Dear Uncle
Leon at GPGS, PO Box 532026, Grand
Prairie, Texas 75053-2026

EXECUTIVE BOARD OFFICERS:
PRESIDENT:
Barbara Wylie
barb@johnwylie.com

PRESIDENT-ELECT:
Regina Shumaker
golfinshu@sbcglobal.net

1st Vice President - Programs:
Cynthia Jones
cynthiajones1957@yahoo.com

2nd Vice President - Newsletter:
Richard G. Waller
wallerandsons@sbclobal.net

Secretary:
Shirley Willingham
willingham@rocketmail.com

Treasurer:
John Cockrum
jeclonghorn@yahoo.com

Executive Board Directors:
Historian/Reporter:
Carol Franklin
cfranklin1223@sbcglobal.net

Library Liaison:
John V. Wylie
john@johnwylie.com

Webmaster:
Pamela Knight
pffave@sbcglobal.net
www.mefpersonalsecretary.com

Hospitality:
Becky and Beau Garland
owengarland@sbcglobal.net

Have a Query?
E-mail your query to gpgstx@yahoo.com,
Queries will be printed as space allows.
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Our Library

Bible Online

The Grand Prairie Genealogical Society
exists to support family history research and
the Genealogical Collection of the Grand
Prairie Memorial Library. The genealogical
collection is located at the Main Branch, 901
Conover Drive. The library may be
contacted at 972-237-5700. The libraries
hours of operation are listed below:

Monday 10am to 9pm
Tuesday 10am to 9pm
Wednesday 10am to 6pm
Thursday 10am to 9pm
Friday Closed

Saturday 9am to 6pm
Sunday 1pm to 5pm

Visit GP libraries online at:
www.gptx.org/library

Thank You

The GPGS July Ant-less Picnic was a great
success. Thank you to everyone who
attended. The food was great and enjoyed
by all. We had great stories and show and
tell items presented by many of our
members. We were privileged to have
several visitors and old friends to join us, as
well as one new member. Remember to
mark your calendar as we will do this again
at our Annual Holiday Dinner and Show
and Tell in December.

World’s Oldest Bible Reconstructed Online

A Bible handwritten in the fourth century,
edited as many as 800 years later, and
portioned off in the 1800s has been made
whole online. The Codex Sinaiticus (“Sinai
book”), the world’s oldest Christian Bible at
1,600 years old, was in a Sinai desert
monastery when a scholar found it in 1844. He
removed portions over the years to publish
them, and most of the ancient Greek text ended
up in  Britain via St.  Petersburg.

The institutions that hold parts of the
manuscript—the United Kingdom’s British
Library; the University Library in Leipzig,
Germany; the National Library of Russia in St.
Petersburg; and St. Catherine's Monastery in
Sinai—joined the project to put the Codex
Sinaiticus online. Its 400 leaves of parchment
(prepared animal skin) include the complete
New Testament, much of the Old Testament,
plus books not officially part of either.

You can browse the pages by book, chapter
and verse; read an English translation for some
of it; learn how the book was created, digitized
and conserved, and read historical research
about it. Though Codex Sinaiticus isn’'t a
strictly genealogical project, the in-depth look
inside a globe-spanning historical digitization
project is fascinating.
http://www.codexsinaiticus.org/en/

From our friends at Familytreemagazine.com

Extractions

The Grand Prairie Genealogical Society expresses
its sincere thanks to society member Ruth
Goodman, for her continued extractions from the
0Grand Prairie
from February 11, 1910 issues.

Texanod.re Th
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Grand Prairie Texan February 11, 1910

Capt. SUMMERS of Dallas spent Thursday
and Friday with S. SMALL.

Mr. LEWIS and son, ROY, of Seago, visited
his daughter, Mrs. J. W. WILLIAMS
Monday.

Dr. W. E. DOBKINS of Fort Worth visited
his daughter, Mrs. W. L. GRANTHAM,
Sunday.

Mesdames ROY PARHEM and L.
McCOOL returned to their home in Denison
last week.

Mrs. M. E. PATRICK commenced the
construction Monday of a 6-room bungalow
in East Grand Prairie.

Quite a lot of new machinery is being
unloaded and installed at the cracker factory
this week.

TOM LINE of Fort Worth is here on a visit
to his parents, Mr. and Mrs. G. C. LINE.

TULLOS & DERDEN have presented
themselves with an Oliver typewriter. They
like their machine fine.

Miss VIDA DOBKINS returned to her
home last Wednesday after several weeks
visit with friends here.

Mrs. JENNIE BOYKIN, Mrs. KATE IVY
and Grandpa IVY of Dallas visited Mrs. R.
H. BADGETT Wednesday.

Born to Mr. and Mrs. LEE McWILLIAMS,
who live on the KEITH farm north of town,
on Sunday morning, Feb. 6t, a boy.

Miss CORA MAE LACY accidentally
sprained her ankle at Dallas Monday, from
which she suffered some pain and is now
doing nicely.
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Mrs. LULA STEPHENS arrived in Grand
Prairie Sunday from Paducah, Ky. and will
make this place her future home.

J. D. DUNCAN has leased the JACKSON
block, recently vacated by BOWERS &
RUSSELL, and is now moving his stock into
the new quarters.

Misses SALLIE and RUTH STEVENSON
visited their sister, Mrs. DICK MURPHY, in
the Florence Hill neighborhood this week.

W. W. POINDEXTER, who has been living
here for some time, moved last week near the
new cement plant.

Mrs. H. J. MILLER, living west of town, is
visiting her mother, Mrs. S. A. STEVENSON,
and attending the meeting at the Baptist
Church this week.

BUSINESS LOCALS: Advertisements will be
inserted under this head for one cent a word
for first insertion; 1/2 cent for each additional
time.

Four-room house to rent, close in. W. D.
KING

For sale: Good second hand sewing machine
for $5.00. S. A. FISHBURN

For sale: Only two of my prize winners White
Rock cockerels left. $1.00 if taken at once. H. J.
LUCAS

For sale: Three-room house, large lot. Will
give terms.
J.J. FAGAN

For sale: My home in Grand Prairie, consisting
of five rooms, reception hall, bath room,

artesian well, outhouses, etc. Terms. J. J.
FAGAN

For low prices on all kinds of harnesses, see J.
E. RATCLIFF, the price maker, 155 Commerce
St., Dallas.
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For sale: Two good work horses. Enquire of
J. B. CAWARD before 9 a.m. or after 5 p.m.

For sale: Full blood Poland China sow and
eight pigs.
D. A. BRADSHAW

For sale or trade: Three and one and one-
half lots, each 50 x 200 feet, near the school
building. East front. A bargain at $400.
Terms. For further information, apply at my
office at G. W. OWENS LUMBER YARD.
P. A. GEEO

C. M. ROBERTSON who lives on Route 3,
gave us a pleasant call Monday and while
here renewed his subscription for another
year.

Rev. M. H. READ, formerly pastor of the
Methodist Church, here but now of St. Jo,
spent Wednesday and Thursday in Grand
Prairie, shaking hands with old friends.

The Postal Telegraph Co. has a crew of nine
men engaged in moving their telegraph
poles and wires along the T&P right of way
in towards the track about six feet so that
the telegraph and telephone wires will not
become entangled.

FRANK and WALTER DEAN, brothers of
Mrs. J. D. DUNCAN, who have been
connected with the CHASE factory for some
time, left Monday for LaRue, Texas, their
home, where they will make a crop this
season.

The Sunday School classes of Miss MARY
HENRY and GEORGE RITCHIE of the
Methodist Church were entertained at the
home of S. A. FISHBURN last Friday night;
all report a splendid time.
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The GRAND PRAIRIE MILL & ELEVATOR
COMPANY has filed dissolution of its
corporate existence with the Secretary of State,
that concern having been absorbed by the
DALLAS CRACKER & BISCUIT
COMPANY.

Mrs. M. LAVIN and daughter, KATHERINE,
of Fort Worth and Mesdames COOPER and
LINCOLN of Dallas were visitors at the home
of Mrs. H. F. DREW, West Grand Prairie, last
Friday. They were greatly pleased with our
little city and much surprised at our rapid
growth and improvements.

On behalf of my wife and myself, I beg to
assure our friends of our sincere appreciation
of the many kindnesses shown during her
recent accidental illness, and to state that she is
now with her father in Weatherford and is
improving rapidly. S.S. TULLOS

Marshal TURNER has been making it
interesting for the evil-doers lately. One was
run in about two weeks ago and on Monday
night two others were afforded free lodging in
the city boarding house, having been taken to
Dallas the following day to appear before court
on a charge of trespassing. The transient
business at the TURNER apartments promises
to be plentiful.

F. M. HARRIS, who gets his mail on Route 4,
Arlington, was in town Monday buying Irish
potatoes for planting this year’s crop. He
reports everything looking fine in his section
since the rain. While here, Mr. HARRIS
renewed his subscription for another year and
also that of his son, B. F. HARRIS, Mangum,
Okla.
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